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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
What is the Curb Management Plan? 
ÒĮŲĪ ë ĤũōƑŲĪ ŲũëļĎĄŲōũƗ ōŵŲŦëĄĮňĤ ŇōŬŲ ŇĮĊɵŬĮƟĎĊ ĄĮŲĮĎŬɡ 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎ ĮŬ ëŲ ë ŇōăĮŁĮŲƗ ĄũōŬŬũōëĊŬɠ 
9ōōŇĮňĤ ĤũōƑŲĪɡ ōňĤōĮňĤ ŲũëňŬĮŲ ĮňƐĎŬŲŇĎňŲŬɡ ňĎƑ ŇōăĮŁĮŲƗ ōŦŲĮōňŬɡ ëňĊ :wÑ^@ɵũĎŬŦōňŬĮƐĎ 
ĊĎŇëňĊŬ ĪëƐĎ ŦŁëĄĎĊ ŲũĎŇĎňĊōŵŬ ŦũĎŬŬŵũĎ ōň 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ ëŁũĎëĊƗ ōƐĎũɵăŵũĊĎňĎĊ Ąŵũă ŬŦëĄĎŬɠ 

»ĪĎ :ŵũă qëňëĤĎŇĎňŲ ̄Łëň ɯ:q¯ɰ ĮŬ ë ƐĮŲëŁ ũĎŬōŵũĄĎ Ųō ŲĪĮňĿ ĊĮģģĎũĎňŲŁƗ ëăōŵŲ ĪōƑ Ąŵũă ŬŦëĄĎ ĮŬ 
ŵŲĮŁĮƟĎĊ ëňĊ ĪōƑ ĮŲ ũĎģŁĎĄŲŬ ŲĪĎ :ĮŲƗʀŬ ĤũōƑŲĪ ëŬŦĮũëŲĮōňŬ ëňĊ ĄōŇŇŵňĮŲƗ ĤōëŁŬɠ »ĪĎ ŦŁëň ëĮŇŬ Ųō 
ŲĪōŵĤĪŲģŵŁŁƗ ŇëňëĤĎ ĄōŇŦĎŲĮňĤ ĊĎŇëňĊŬ Įň ƑëƗŬ ŲĪëŲ ŬĎĄŵũĎ 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ ĤũōƑŲĪ ƐĮŬĮōňɡ ëĄĪĮĎƐĎ ŲĪĎ 
ŇōăĮŁĮŲƗ ëňĊ ëĄĄĎŬŬ ŦũĮōũĮŲĮĎŬ ƑĮŲĪĮň ŲĪĎ ĄĮŲƗʀŬ ŵňĮŨŵĎ ăŵĮŁŲ ĎňƐĮũōňŇĎňŲɡ ëňĊ ëŁĮĤň Ąŵũă ŵŬĎ ƑĮŲĪ ňĎƑ 
ĊĎģĮňĮŲĮōňŬ ōģ Ąŵũă ŦĎũģōũŇëňĄĎ ëňĊ ĎģģĮĄĮĎňĄƗɠ 

»ĪĎ :ŵũă qëňëĤĎŇĎňŲ ¯Łëň ĄōƐĎũŬ ŬōŇĎ ōģ 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ ģëŬŲĎŬŲ ĤũōƑĮňĤ ëũĎëŬ ƑĮŲĪ ŲĪĎ ĪĮĤĪĎŬŲ 
ĊĎŇëňĊ ģōũ Ąŵũă ŬŦëĄĎɢ @ōƑňŲōƑňɡ DëŬŲ qëĮňɡ 9ĎŁ²ĎĊɡ ëňĊ ÒĮŁăŵũŲōň ňĎĮĤĪăōũĪōōĊŬɠ  

»ĪĎ ŦŵũŦōŬĎ ōģ ŲĪĎ ŦŁëň ĮŬ Ųōɢ 

Á DŬŲëăŁĮŬĪ ë ƐĮŬĮōň ëňĊ ƐëŁŵĎŬ ģũëŇĎƑōũĿ Ųō ũōōŲ Ąŵũă ĊĎĄĮŬĮōňŬ ëňĊ ŦōŁĮĄĮĎŬ 

Á DŬŲëăŁĮŬĪ ë ĄōňŲĎƖŲŵëŁĮƟĎĊ ŦũĮōũĮŲĮƟëŲĮōň ģũëŇĎƑōũĿ ģōũ Ąŵũă ŵŬĎ 

Á ^ĊĎňŲĮģƗ ōŦŲĮōňŬ ģōũ ŇëňëĤĮňĤ ƐëũĮōŵŬ ĄŵũăŬĮĊĎ ĊĎŇëňĊŬ  

Á @ĎƐĎŁōŦ ë ĄŵũăŬĮĊĎ ŦŁëƗăōōĿ ōģ ŲōōŁŬ ňĎĎĊĎĊ Ųō ĊĎŁĮƐĎũ ăĎŲŲĎũ Ąŵũă ōŵŲĄōŇĎŬ 

Á 9ŵĮŁĊ ëň ōũĤëňĮƟëŲĮōňëŁ ëňĊ ŬŲëģģĮňĤ ģũëŇĎƑōũĿ Ųō ĮŇŦŁĎŇĎňŲ ŲĪĎ :ŵũă qëňëĤĎŇĎňŲ ¯Łëň 

»ĪĎ :ŵũă qëňëĤĎŇĎňŲ ¯Łëň ƑĮŁŁ ăŵĮŁĊ ōň ŇëňƗ ōģ 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎ ŦëŬŲ ŦŁëňňĮňĤ ĎģģōũŲŬ ŬŵĄĪ ëŬ ŲĪĎ qōăĮŁĮŲƗ 
^ŇŦŁĎŇĎňŲëŲĮōň ¯Łëň ɯȩȧȩȨɰ ëňĊ ŲĪĎ DňƐĮũōňŇĎňŲëŁ µŲĎƑëũĊŬĪĮŦ ¯Łëň ɯȩȧȩȧɰɠ »ĪĎ ¯Łëň ƑĮŁŁ ëŁŬō 
ũĎģĎũĎňĄĎ ĎƖĮŬŲĮňĤ ŬŵŦŦōũŲĮƐĎ ŦũëĄŲĮĄĎŬɡ ŬŵĄĪ ëŬ ģōũŇëŁ ōňɵŬŲũĎĎŲ ŦëũĿĮňĤ ũĎĤŵŁëŲĮōňŬ Įň ĊōƑňŲōƑňɡ 
ŲĪĎ ²ĎŬĮĊĎňŲĮëŁ ¯ĎũŇĮŲ ̄ëũĿĮňĤ àōňĎ ŦũōĤũëŇɡ ëňĊ ĄōŵňŲƗƑĮĊĎ ũĎĤŵŁëŲĮōň ōģ »ũëňŬŦōũŲëŲĮōň rĎŲƑōũĿ 
:ōŇŦëňĮĎŬ ɯ»r:Ŭɰ ŁĮĿĎ ¾ăĎũ ëňĊ lƗģŲɠ 

¯ōŁĮĄƗ ĊĎƐĎŁōŦŇĎňŲ Įň ŬŵŦŦōũŲ ōģ Ąŵũă ŇëňëĤĎŇĎňŲɡ ëŬ ƑĎŁŁ ëŬ ŲĪĎ ĊĎƐĎŁōŦŇĎňŲ ōģ ŲĪĎ ŦŁëň ĮŲŬĎŁģɡ 
ƑĎũĎ ĮňĮŲĮëŲĎĊ ăƗ :ĮŲƗ :ōŵňĄĮŁ Įň VĎăũŵëũƗ ȩȧȩȩɠ »ĪĎ :ōŇŦũĎĪĎňŬĮƐĎ ¯Łëň !ŇĎňĊŇĎňŲ ɯ:¯!ɰ ŦũōĄĎŬŬ 
ōĄĄŵũũĎĊ Įň ȩȧȩȩ ëňĊ ĄŵŁŇĮňëŲĎĊ ƑĮŲĪ ŦōŁĮĄƗ ëĊōŦŲĮōň ăƗ :ĮŲƗ :ōŵňĄĮŁ Įň @ĎĄĎŇăĎũ ȩȧȩȩɠ »ĪĎ :q¯ 
ĪëŬ ăĎĎň ŵňĊĎũ ĊĎƐĎŁōŦŇĎňŲ ŬĮňĄĎ ŁëŲĎ ȩȧȩȨ ëňĊ ĮŬ ăĎĮňĤ ŦũĮŇëũĮŁƗ ƐĎŲŲĎĊ ăƗ ŲĪĎ »ũëňŬŦōũŲëŲĮōň 
:ōŇŇĮŬŬĮōňɠ VĮňëŁ ũĎƐĮĎƑ ģũōŇ ŲĪĎ :ĮŲƗ :ōŵňĄĮŁ ĮŬ ëňŲĮĄĮŦëŲĎĊ Ųō ōĄĄŵũ Įň ŇĮĊɵȩȧȩȪɠ   

Key Findings 
»ĪĮŬ ũĎŦōũŲ ĮňĄŁŵĊĎŬ ë ĄōŇŦũĎĪĎňŬĮƐĎ ũĎƐĮĎƑ ōģ ĊëŲëɡ ŦōŁĮĄƗɡ ŦũōĤũëŇŬɡ ëňĊ ŦũëĄŲĮĄĎŬ ũĎŁëŲĎĊ Ųō Ąŵũă 
ŵŬĎ ëňĊ ŇëňëĤĎŇĎňŲ Įň 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎɠ kĎƗ ŲëĿĎëƑëƗŬ ģũōŇ ŲĪĮŬ ëňëŁƗŬĮŬ ĮňĄŁŵĊĎ ŲĪĎ ģōŁŁōƑĮňĤɢ 

Á ũ̄ĮƐëŲĎ ĊĎƐĎŁōŦŇĎňŲ ĊĎŬĮĤň ũĎƐĮĎƑŬ ëũĎ ĄōňĊŵĄŲĎĊ ōň ë ĄëŬĎɵăƗɵĄëŬĎ ăëŬĮŬ ƑĮŲĪ ňō ģōũŇëŁ 
ĤŵĮĊĮňĤ ĄŵũăŬĮĊĎ ŦōŁĮĄƗ ăĎƗōňĊ ũĎŨŵĮũĎŇĎňŲŬ Įň ŲĪĎ lëňĊ ¾ŬĎ :ōĊĎɠ 
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Á »ĪĎ ŦŵăŁĮĄ ĮŬ ŬŵŦŦōũŲĮƐĎ ōģ ŦũōĤũëŇŬ ëňĊ ŦōŁĮĄĮĎŬ ŲĪëŲ ĎƖŦëňĊ ëĄŲĮƐëŲĎĊ ŵŬĎ ōģ ũĮĤĪŲɵōģɵƑëƗɡ 
ŬŵĄĪ ëŬ !Ł VũĎŬĄō @ĮňĮňĤ ëňĊ ëŁŁōƑĮňĤ ģōōĊ ŲũŵĄĿŬ ëŁōňĤ ŲĪĎ ĄŵũăŬĮĊĎɠ  

Á :ŵũă ŵŬĎ ĮŬ ĊƗňëŇĮĄɡ ëŬ ĎƐĮĊĎňĄĎĊ ăƗ ŲĪĎ :wÑ^@ɵȨȰ ŦëňĊĎŇĮĄɡ ëňĊ ňĎƑ ëŦŦũōëĄĪĎŬ ëňĊ 
ŦōŁĮĄƗ ŬĪōŵŁĊ ŦũōƐĮĊĎ ŬŲũŵĄŲŵũĎ ƑĮŲĪ ŲĪĎ ëăĮŁĮŲƗ Ųō ëĊëŦŲ Ųō ĄĪëňĤĎŬ Įň ŵŬĎũŬ ëňĊ ƐōŁŵŇĎŬɠ 

Á µŲëģģ ƑĮŲĪĮň ŲĪĎ »ũëňŬŦōũŲëŲĮōň @ĎŦëũŲŇĎňŲ ƑōũĿ ōň ĄŵũăɵëĊļëĄĎňŲ ĮŬŬŵĎŬɡ ăŵŲ ŲĪĎũĎ ĮŬ ňō 
ģōũŇëŁ ŬŲũŵĄŲŵũĎ Ųō ëĊĊũĎŬŬ ăũōëĊĎũ ŦōŁĮĄƗ ĮŬŬŵĎŬ ëňĊ ĄĮŲƗƑĮĊĎ ŦũōŲōĄōŁŬ ăĎŲƑĎĎň ƑōũĿĮňĤ 
ĤũōŵŦŬɠ 

Á qōŬŲ ŦŵăŁĮĄ ŦëũĿĮňĤ ĮŬ ĄōňĄĎňŲũëŲĎĊ ĊōƑňŲōƑňɠ »ĪĎ ƐëŬŲ ŇëļōũĮŲƗ ōģ ŦëũĿĮňĤ ŬŵŦŦŁƗ Įň 
ĊōƑňŲōƑň ĮŬ ōģģɵŬŲũĎĎŲɡ ũëŲĪĎũ ŲĪëň ōňɵŬŲũĎĎŲ ëŁōňĤ ŲĪĎ ĄŵũăŬĮĊĎɠ »ĪĎũĎ ĮŬ ŁĮŇĮŲĎĊ ŦŵăŁĮĄ ōňɵ 
ōũ ōģģɵŬŲũĎĎŲ ŦëũĿĮňĤ Įň 9ĎŁ²ĎĊ ëňĊ ÒĮŁăŵũŲōňɠ  

Á »ōĊëƗɡ ŇōŬŲ Ąŵũă ŬŦëĄĎ ƑĮŲĪĮň ŲĪĎ ŬŲŵĊƗ ëũĎë ĮŬ ŵŬĎĊ ëŬ ŲũëƐĎŁ ŁëňĎŬ ōũ ŦëũĿĮňĤ ŁëňĎŬɡ ƑĮŲĪ 
ōňŁƗ ë ŬŇëŁŁ ŦĎũĄĎňŲ ĊĎĊĮĄëŲĎĊ ŲōƑëũĊ ŁōëĊĮňĤ ōũ ōŲĪĎũ ŵŬĎŬɠ  

What Comes Next 
»ĪĎ µŲëŲĎ ōģ ŲĪĎ :ŵũă ëŬŬĎŬŬŇĎňŲ ŬĎũƐĎŬ ëŬ ōňĎ ģōŵňĊëŲĮōň ģōũ ĊĎƐĎŁōŦĮňĤ ŦũōļĎĄŲ 
ũĎĄōŇŇĎňĊëŲĮōňŬɠ µŦĎĄĮģĮĄëŁŁƗɡ ŲĪĮŬ ũĎŦōũŲ ĮňģōũŇŬɢ  

»ĪĎ :ŵũă »ƗŦōŁōĤƗɢ »ĪĎ ŲƗŦōŁōĤƗ ƑōũĿ ĮĊĎňŲĮģĮĎŬ ŦĎũŇĮŬŬĮăŁĎ ŵŬĎŬ ģōũ ĄŵũăŬ Ųō ëŁĮĤň ƑĮŲĪ ĎƖĮŬŲĮňĤ 
ŦŁëňŬ ëňĊ ŦōŁĮĄĮĎŬ ōŵŲŁĮňĎĊ Įň ŲĪĎ qōăĮŁĮŲƗ ^ŇŦŁĎŇĎňŲëŲĮōň ¯Łëňɡ 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎ :ōŇŦũĎĪĎňŬĮƐĎ ¯Łëňɡ ëňĊ 
ŇōũĎɠ »ĪĎ ĤōëŁ ōģ ŲĪĮŬ ƑōũĿ ĮŬ Ųō ëŬŬĮĤň ŦũĮōũĮŲƗ ŵŬĎ ŲƗŦĎŬ ģōũ ĎëĄĪ Ąŵũă ĮňĄŁŵĊĮňĤ ëŵŲō ŇōƐĎŇĎňŲɡ 
ŲũëňŬĮŲ ŇōƐĎŇĎňŲɡ ăĮĄƗĄŁĎ ŇōƐĎŇĎňŲɡ ëĄĄĎŬŬɡ ŦŁëĄĎɡ ëŵŲō ŬŲōũëĤĎɡ ëňĊ ŲũëňŬĮŲ ŬŲōũëĤĎɠ 

:ŵũăŬĮĊĎ ¯ŁëƗăōōĿɢ ! ĄŵũăŬĮĊĎ ĮňŲĎũƐĎňŲĮōň ĤŵĮĊĎɡ ŲĪĎ ¯ŁëƗăōōĿ ƑĮŁŁ ĊĮũĎĄŲ :ĮŲƗ ŬŲëģģɡ ĊĎƐĎŁōŦĎũŬɡ ëňĊ 
ŦũĮƐëŲĎ ŦëũŲňĎũŬ Ųō ŲĪĎ ëŦŦũōŦũĮëŲĎ Ąŵũă ŇëňëĤĎŇĎňŲ ŲōōŁŬ Ųō ăĎŲŲĎũ ëĄĪĮĎƐĎ ōƐĎũëũĄĪĮňĤ Ąŵũă 
ōŵŲĄōŇĎŬɠ »ĪĮŬ ƑĮŁŁ ĮňĄŁŵĊĎ ĮňģũëŬŲũŵĄŲŵũĎ ōŦŲĮōňŬɡ Ąŵũă ũĎĤŵŁëŲĮōň ĄëŲĎĤōũĮĎŬɡ ŦũĮĄĮňĤ ŇĎĄĪëňĮŬŇŬɡ 
ëňĊ ŇōũĎɠ 

¯ĮŁōŲ ²ōëĊŇëŦɢ »ĪĎ 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎ :ŵũă ¯ĮŁōŲ ²ōëĊŇëŦ ĮŬ ë ŲōōŁ Ųō ģŵũŲĪĎũ ŲĪĎ ƐĮŬĮōň ōģ ŲĪĎ Ąŵũă ëŬ ë 
ŦŁëŲģōũŇ ģōũ ĮňňōƐëŲĮōň ëňĊ ĄōōŦĎũëŲĮōň ƑĪĎũĎ ŲĪĎ :ĮŲƗ Ąëň ŲĎŬŲ ëňĊ ũĎģĮňĎ ňĎƑ ŬŲũëŲĎĤĮĎŬ Ųō ŬŵŦŦōũŲ 
ŲĪĎ ŦŵăŁĮĄ ĤōōĊɠ ̂Ų ëũŲĮĄŵŁëŲĎŬ Ąŵũă ŵŬĎũ ëňĊ ŇëňëĤĎŇĎňŲ ŦũōăŁĎŇ ëũĎëŬ ëňĊ ŦũōģĮŁĎŬ ŦũĮōũĮŲƗ ŦĮŁōŲŬ 
Ųō ŲĎŬŲ ňĎƑ ëŦŦũōëĄĪĎŬ Ųō Ąŵũă ŇëňëĤĎŇĎňŲɡ ōŦĎũëŲĮōňŬɡ ĎƖŦĎũĮĎňĄĎŬɡ ĮňģōũŇëŲĮōňɡ ŬëģĎŲƗɡ 
ŦĎũŇĮŲŲĮňĤɡ ëňĊ ŦũōĄĎŬŬĎŬɠ  
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1. WHAT IS THE CURB, AND WHY IS IT SO 
IMPORTANT? 

The curb is a critical public asset that supports a wide range of needs and activities every day. 
Historically in Bellevue, the curb has been indirectly managed through independent policies, 
processes, and initiatives. However, two key factors underscore the need for a new approach: 

2. Bellevue is growing rapidly. Recent years have seen the arrival of many new residents and 
jobs, and this growth is expected to continue. As the city grows, the pressures on the curb 
increase. A new framework is needed that will maximize the productivity and public benefits 
of the curb. 

3. Travel behavior in Bellevue is changing. As the city has grown, demand for different types 
of activities and mobility services has evolved. New types of businesses have brought 
workforces with different commuting needs and preferences. The transportation network 
has changed, with expanded transit service and the imminent opening of East Link Light 
Rail service creating new travel options and patterns. Demand has increased for new 
services, including freight, delivery, and app-based rideshare services. The curbɸand the 
approach to managing itɸneeds to evolve to meet these new and changing demands. 

How is Bellevue Growing? 
Bellevue is a dynamic, diverse city that is home to a range of housing types, communities, 
industries, and attractionsɸand it is growing rapidly. 9ĎŲƑĎĎň ȩȧȨȮ ëňĊ ȩȧȩȩɡ 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ ŦōŦŵŁëŲĮōň 
grew by nearly 10%. New residents arriving from across the region, country, and world are drawn to 
9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ ƐĮăũëňŲ ĎĄōňōŇƗɡ ŁĮƐëăĮŁĮŲƗɡ ĊĮƐĎũŬĎ ĄŵŁŲŵũĎɡ ëňĊ ŦũōƖĮŇĮŲƗ Ųō ňëŲŵũëŁ ăĎëŵŲƗ. Bellevue is 
also a growing regional employment hub, with several major corporations moving to or expanding 
their presence in Bellevue in recent years. Between 2017 and 2022, the number of jobs in Bellevue 
increased by 20%, twice  the rate of population growth. In Downtown and BelRed, there are over 50 
major commercial and residential development projects in various stages of design, review, and 
construction as of December 2022. 

In the years ahead, the pace of growth will continue. In alignment with recommendations made by 
the Puget Sound Regional Council, Bellevue has committed to adding 70,000 new jobs and 35,000 
new homes in the coming years. To support recent and future growth, the City will need a new 
approach that maximizes the productivity of our transportation networkɸincluding access to the 
curb. 
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Development projects, such as these in Bel Red and Downtown, are putting more pressure on curb areas. 

Growing Mobility Needs and Network 

To meet the growing mobility needs of its residents and workforce, Bellevue has expanded and 
diversified its transportation network. The East Link DƖŲĎňŬĮōň ōģ µōŵňĊ »ũëňŬĮŲʀŬ lĮňĿ Light Rail, 
which is expected to open within the next 1-2 years, is projected to serve up to 52,000 daily riders by 
20261. The bike network in Bellevue is also expanding. Eastrail is a 42-mile, multi-use trail that runs 
through Bellevue and connects to adjacent communities to the north and south. The Eastrail 
alignment goes through the BelRed and Wilburton neighborhoods and features a direct connection 
to the future Wilburton Link Station. With support from King County and contributions from private 
partners, the Wilburton and Wilburton Trestle segments of Eastrail will be completed in 2024. As 
identified in the 2009 Pedestrian and Bicycle Transportation Plan, Eastrail is one of four bicycle 
priority corridors (the others are the Lake Washington Loop Trail, Enatai-Northtowne Connection 
and Downtown-Overlake Connection) that  will serve the project study area. 

Growth in the Urban Core 

Much of the recent job and population growth in Bellevue has been concentrated in the central 
ňĎĮĤĪăōũĪōōĊŬ ōģ @ōƑňŲōƑňɡ 9ĎŁ²ĎĊɡ ëňĊ ÒĮŁăŵũŲōňɭDëŬŲ qëĮňɡ ƑĪĮĄĪ ĄōňŬŲĮŲŵŲĎ ŲĪĎ :ĮŲƗʀŬ urban 
core. The Mobility Implementation Plan (MIP) establishes a roadmap for identifying, prioritizing, and 
implementing multimodal transportation projects  in the urban core where the land use density is 
highest, the expected rate of growth is fastest, and the anticipated changes to transportation 
options are greatest. 

In the dense, fast-growing neighborhoods of the urban core, the curb serves many essential 
functions and supports the needs of thousands of residents, workers, businesses, and visitors every 
day. The CMP will focus primarily on the four neighborhoods shown in the project study area (Figure 
1). This study area is the same geography as the Type 1 performance management area (PMA) 
established in the MIP. The Type 1 PMA represents the densest part of the city where the majority of 
fut ure growthɸand curb demandɸis expected to occur. 

 

1 East Link Extension Project Map and Summary, 2022 

https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/east-link-extension
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Figure 1 Project Study Area  

 

How is Travel Behavior in Bellevue Changing?  
Bellevue is growing, and the way its residents, workers, and visitors travel is evolving. New 
transportation  options, commuting patterns, technologies, and lifestyle preferences are all 
impacting how people get around the City every day. 

Companies are moving to and expanding in Bellevue. 

Continued job growth in Bellevue is bringing new commuters and residents to the city. As of Fall 
2021, more than 4.6 million square feet of new office space was under construction in Bellevue. 2 The 
ĄĮŲƗʀŬ location, resources, and regional transportation connections  are one of many factors 
attracting companies to Bellevue, but the growing population of residents and workers increases 
the pressure on the :ĮŲƗʀŬ ŬŲũĎĎŲŬɡ ŲũëňŬĮŲ ŬƗŬŲĎŇɡ ëňĊ Ąŵũă ŬŦëĄĎɠ 

Travel patterns and transportation options in Bellevue are changing 

People who work in Bellevueɸincluding 40% of employed Bellevue residentsɸhave experienced an 
increase in commute times by 17% in the past five years, and the share of households in Bellevue 
that do not own vehicles has increased from 6.9% to 7.4%. The commute mode share in Bellevue 
became more diversified during the same period. The drive-alone rate decreased from 65.6% to 
61.3%, and the share of people who carpooled, walked, biked, or took the transit to work increased 
from 26.6% to 28.9%. The significant shift towards teleworking during the COVID-19 pandemic is 

 

2 Peterson, Blake, Reports show commercial real estate is on the rise on the Eastside: 425Business, 2022 

https://www.425business.com/news/reports-show-commercial-real-estate-is-on-the-rise-on-the-eastside/article_2fcc4cec-6ffe-11ec-9d9f-df2491d4e5ec.html
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beginning to moderate ɷ this shift in travel behavior has meant that the needs, pressures, and 
performance of the curb have also changed. 

Figure 2 Bellevue Commute Mode Share in 2014 and 2019 

 
Source: City of Bellevue analysis of US Census data and King County Assessorôs Office data. 

The use of delivery services, including commercial freight, parcel delivery, and restaurant delivery, 
has exploded.  

The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the growth and widespread adoption of delivery-based e-
commerce platforms and services. As a result, there are many more delivery trucks and other 
commercial vehicles on the street today than there were five years ago. Nationwide e-commerce 
sales increased from 13.6% in 2019 to 18% in 20203. Although Bellevueʀs Land Use Code requires 
developments to place accommodative loading areas on-site, many smaller freight operators rely on 
and use accessible curb space to make short-term stops for loading and unloading goods.  

People have more options for shared mobility services, including car share, bike share, and app-
based ride hailing companies. 

The 2018 Bikeshare Pilot Program deployed 100 Lime electric dockless bikes in downtown Bellevue 
and other parts of the Urban Core. Rideshare services such as Uber and Lyft have become more 
common, with the share of Americans who have ever used a ride haling service increasing from 15% 

 

3 Sawant, Vishal,  At 9.29% CAGR, Last-mile delivery Market size is Expected to reach USD 200.42 Bn in 2027: 
Brandessence Market Research, 2021 
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/at-9-29-cagr-last-mile-delivery-market-size-is-expected-to-reach-usd-200-42-bn-in-2027--says-brandessence-market-research-301387705.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/at-9-29-cagr-last-mile-delivery-market-size-is-expected-to-reach-usd-200-42-bn-in-2027--says-brandessence-market-research-301387705.html
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in 2015 to 36% in 20184.While these services have increased mobility options of people who live and 
work in Bellevue, they have also increased the competition for safe access to space along the curb. 
The companies that operate these shared mobility services depend on the City to manage the curb 
effectively.  

Walkable, inclusive, people-ģĮũŬŲ ŬŲũĎĎŲŬ ĄōňŲĮňŵĎ Ųō ăĎ ĄĎňŲũëŁ Ųō 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ ƐĮŬĮōňɸnow more than 
ever. 

The Bellevue Healthy Streets Pilot Program, which began as an emergency response during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, prompted many Bellevue residents to rethink how streets are designed and 
used. During the pilot, pedestrian and bicycle volumes increased and vehicle volumes dropped on 
designated healthy streets. In a post-pilot survey, more than half of respondents said they would like 
to see the city expand the Healthy Streets program. The highest level of support was observed 
among younger respondents and people who identified as female. In 2021, the City built on the 
ŬŵĄĄĎŬŬ ōģ ŲĪĎ [ĎëŁŲĪƗ µŲũĎĎŲŬ ŦũōĤũëŇ ăƗ ĮňŬŲëŁŁĮňĤ ŲĪĎ ĄĮŲƗʀŬ ģĮũŬŲ ăĮĄƗĄŁĎ ĤũĎĎňƑëƗ Įň DëŬŲ 
Bellevue.  

Another successful and innovative initiative  that emerged from the pandemic was the Al Fresco on-
street dining program, which allowed local restaurants and retail businesses to set up outdoor space 
to give patrons enough space to shop and dine safely. A 2021 survey ōň ŲĪĎ ŦũōĤũëŇʀŬ ĮŇŦëĄŲ ëŁōňĤ 
Main Street showed that 85% of respondents were more likely to visit the area again because of the 
outdoor and on-street dining space. 

As more people see the street and the curb as a place for people, the tools and policies used to 
manage these public spaces need to adapt to support this vision. In the future, even more changes 
will impact how the curb is used. 

In the coming years, new technologies, service models, and economic forces will likely impact the 
way the curb is used in Bellevue. Examples include increased electric vehicle adoption and charging, 
continued trends toward on-demand and just-in-time delivery systems, pedestrianization of streets 
(permanent or temporary), automated delivery vehicles (including drones), and climate change 
driven planting and storm water management mandates.  

While it is impossible to say exactly how these future variables will impact the curb, Bellevue needs 
to have a proactive set of management tools available to ensure that the changes align with the 
ĄĮŲƗʀŬ core values and support its goals. To accommodate changing pressures, the Curb 
Management Plan will need to be adaptable but anchored on stable policy goals.  

How Can Curb Management Support Growth and Address Change? 
As demand for curb access grows and travel behavior in Bellevue continues to shift , the City has 
identified the need for a comprehensive management framework that strategically, sustainably, and 
equitably balances curb uses. An effective curb management framework for Bellevue can: 

Á DňŬŵũĎ ŬëģĎ ëňĊ ĮňĄŁŵŬĮƐĎ Ąŵũă ëĄĄĎŬŬ ģōũ ĎƐĎũƗōňĎ 

Á qëƖĮŇĮƟĎ ŲĪĎ ăĎňĎģĮŲŬ ōģ ŲĪĎ Ąŵũă ëŬ ë ŦŵăŁĮĄ ũĎŬōŵũĄĎ 

 

4 Jiang, JingJing, More Americans are using ride-hailing apps: Pew Research Center, 2019 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/04/more-americans-are-using-ride-hailing-apps/
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Á ¯ũĮōũĮŲĮƟĎ Ąŵũă ŵŬĎ Įň ëŁĮĤňŇĎňŲ ƑĮŲĪ ĄĮŲƗƑĮĊĎ ŦōŁĮĄĮĎŬ ëňĊ ŦŁëňŬ 

Á ¯ũōƐĮĊĎ ë ŵňĮģĮĎĊ Ąŵũă ŦōŁĮĄƗ ëŦŦũōëĄĪ ŲĪëŲ ĮŬ ĄōŇŦũĎĪĎňŬĮƐĎɡ ĄōňŬĮŬŲĎňŲɡ ëňĊ ģŁĎƖĮăŁĎ 

Á ^ŇŦũōƐĎ ĄōōũĊĮňëŲĮōň ăĎŲƑĎĎň :ĮŲƗ ŬŲëģģ ëňĊ Ąŵũă ŬŲëĿĎĪōŁĊĎũŬɡ ĮňĄŁŵĊĮňĤ ũĎŬĮĊĎňŲŬɡ 
ƑōũĿĎũŬɡ ƐĮŬĮŲōũŬɡ ăŵŬĮňĎŬŬĎŬɡ ëňĊ ŦŵăŁĮĄ ëĤĎňĄĮĎŬ 

Á @ĎŁĮƐĎũ ĊëŲë ëňĊ ĮňģōũŇëŲĮōň Ųō ĪĎŁŦ ŲĪĎ :ĮŲƗ ĎƐëŁŵëŲĎ ŦĎũģōũŇëňĄĎɡ ëĊĊũĎŬŬ ĄĪëŁŁĎňĤĎŬɡ ëňĊ 
ŇëĿĎ ĊĎĄĮŬĮōňŬ 

To utilize this potential, the Curb Management Plan starts with a guiding vision for the curb as well as 
a set of values and principles for curb management and evaluation. Public engagement efforts ɷ 
including a public questionnaire, user focus groups, a Curb Summit public and practitioner event, 
engagement of Transportation Commission, Planning Commission, and City Council bodies, 
oversight by broad range of internal City stakeholders, and discussions with specific organizations 
engaging in the project ɷ helped inform the vision. A great deal of curb policy direction also has been 
previously established or directed by existing policy and planning documents. The vision and values 
ëŁĮĤň ƑĮŲĪ ŲĪōŬĎ ĎŬŲëăŁĮŬĪĎĊ Įň 9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ :ōŇŦrehensive Plan and Mobility Implementation Plan and 
will provide a foundation for all curb policy and planning recommendations. 

 

  

9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ ÑĮŬĮōň ģōũ ŲĪĎ :ŵũă 

Bellevue envisions a curb that is a vibrant public space where residents, workers, visitors, 
businesses, and public agencies seamlessly interact. The curb experience is safe, user-friendly, 
inclusive, and reflects the needs of the community it serves. The curb is a flexible, dynamic place 
that can be adapted to changing needs, pressures, and preferences. The curb is a platform for 
innovation and cooperation where the City can test and refine new strategies to support the 
public good.  
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Curb Values 

Curb values will help the City set priorities at the curb. They reflect principles established in 
9ĎŁŁĎƐŵĎʀŬ other citywide plans and policies (such as the Comprehensive Plan and Mobility 
Implementation Plan) and extend them to the curb. 

 

The curb is a 
connector , 
where people 
change their 
transportation 
mode, and it is 
where variety 
of services that 
rely on 
transportation 
use share. 

 

The curb is a major 
asset, that the city 
owns as a public 
resource. It is a 
place with the most 
state of changes 
throughout the day. 

    

 

The curb is 
multipurpose, 
where it 
accommodates 
many types of 
uses beyond 
vehicle 
movement and 
storage 
purposes. 

 

The curb is a 
means to Bellevue 
goals, where it can 
be used as a tool to 
achieve 
environmental 
stewardship, land 
use, transportation, 
and other city 
goals. 

  


















































































